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A Father’s Day Service 

 

Gathering as God’s People 

'I have called you by name, you are mine, you are precious to me, and 

I love you.'        from Isaiah 43:1&7 

 
Welcome and opening prayer 

See what love the Father has given us, 

that we should be called the children of God. 

God says, ‘You are my sons and daughters, this day I have begotten 

you.’ 

See what love the Father has given us. 

To all who put their trust in him, he gave the right to become the 

children of God. 

See what love the Father has given us. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 

the children of God. 

 
A Collect for Father’s Day 

Heavenly Father, 

you entrusted your Son Jesus, 

the child of Mary, 

to the care of Joseph, an earthly father. 

Bless all fathers as they care for their families. 

Give them strength and wisdom, 

tenderness and patience; 

support them in the work they have to do, 

protecting those who look to them, 

as we look to you for love and salvation, 

through Jesus Christ our rock and defender. Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 

We now we turn to God in trust and honesty, to say sorry and be 

forgiven. We know human beings do not always treat each other as 

God's precious children. We need God's help to leave our mistakes 

and failures behind and grow into the people we really want to be. 

Holy God, your child Jesus showed us how to live in love, but we don't 

always follow his example. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

We often do only what we want, even if it is bad for us or others, 

or disappoints you. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Forgive all that we have done wrong, and help us today and everyday 

to grow closer to you. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

When we are still far off, God our Father sees us and is filled with 

compassion. 

He runs to embrace us and welcome us home. 

May the God of love bring you back to himself, forgive you your sins, 

and assure you of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
First reading   My Dad’s bigger than your Dad  

 
Second Reading The Big Spender (Lion Storyteller Bible) 

 
Talk 

I am sure that you all recognised the story I have just read to you it 

is a lovely version of the story of the return of the Prodigal Son, 
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which I suppose can be summed up in as a few a words as the son who 

says, “Hey, Dad, can we pretend you’re dead so I can have my 

inheritance and go do whatever I want?” and Dad says, “Sure” and the 

son goes off and soon finds himself destitute and then returns to his 

Dad with his tail between his legs. 

But this morning I would like you to put yourself in that first-century 

audience remember it was a story Jesus told to Pharisees when he 

was surrounded by tax collectors and sinners.  

Almost from the beginning of the story, we are in trouble. Not 

because the son asks the father for his inheritance – but that the 

son not only loses the money, he also clearly loses his faith. After all, 

he becomes a swineherd. He takes care of pigs, which the Jews knew 

to be unclean. Not only does he care for them, he longs to eat from 

the food on which they feast. A swineherd, to the Pharisees listening, 

was beyond the pale of God’s forgiveness. There was no reconciliation 

available to such a person. 

Then we run into another problem. The inclination is to feel sorry for 

the son. But he actually practices his apology before ever returning 

home. If we pay attention, we understand that while he might be 

sorry he is poor, his remorse is contrived. It’s rehearsed. He knows 

just what to say. 

But none of that matters. While the son is still a long way off, the 

father sees him and runs to him. 

The father runs. 

At this point, the Jews in the audience must have been really 

squirming. For a Jewish father to run in a long tunic, he would have to 

lift the tunic and bare his legs – in public. He would have to shame 

himself and this father is only too happy to do this to get to his son. 

Nothing is more important to the father than bringing the son home. 

He waited for him. He was moved with compassion. He runs to him. 
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And he doesn’t let the rehearsed speech continue. He stops the son 

midstream and forgives. 

Would we ever do as much for a family member, a friend, a co-

worker? Or would we let them squirm through their apology while we 

wait for them to finish, silently enjoying their pain? 

The revelations keep coming as we see the story turn from the 

forgiving father or the prodigal son towards the unbelievable mercy 

of God. Everything is exaggerated. The robe is a sign of importance. 

The ring is a sign of authority. The sandals are a sign of a free man. 

The fatted calf is a sign of a family meal. The Pharisees who are 

listening would not have missed these clues. They would have 

understood that the storyteller was putting two things – swineherd 

and forgiven – in the same sentence. And they would have been 

embarrassed. 

Then another character is introduced into our story that of the older 

brother. Looking into the party from the outside and thinking, I would 

imagine, “What the heck is going on in there?” Again, the father goes 

to the son. The son says, “I’ve always kept the law” just like a Scribe 

or a Pharisee in the audience would say. The older son calls the 

prodigal, “your son” not “my brother.” He has already distanced 

himself as we distance ourselves so quickly from someone who 

offends. We are so quick to walk away from someone who needs 

mercy. 

The father, for his part, leaves the decision in his older son’s hands. 

He is a great father! He raises his boys to be free men. He let the 

younger son go his way; he lets the older son choose his own path. He 

says: I’m not going to force you to come in; I’m not going to force you 

to rejoice; I’m not going to force you to forgive. You are always at my 

side. Everything I have is yours. But your brother had everything, 

lost everything, and now he’s recovered everything. He knows what he 
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has now because—get this—it has been given back to him without his 

having earned it. Everything has been given back to him without cost. 

It’s a parable – a story that is meant to invite us in and then turn us 

on our heads. Why? Because with Jesus, all things are new. You can 

only be a part of the reign of God if you are willing to have your life 

turned upside down, to be converted. You will never reform your life 

if you are not open to the possibilities that people who sin can be 

forgiven, that hate can be overcome by love, and that evil can be 

beaten by prayer and good works. 

It is easy to stand outside the party and criticize. It is easy to stay 

inside and wait for someone to approach you and beg forgiveness. Yet, 

we are called to forgive. We are called to lift our tunics – even at the 

risk of shaming ourselves – and run to those who need us most. 

And yes, we are called to stop feeling sorry for ourselves and enter 

the party where all are welcome equally. Amen 
 

Our Profession of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Our Prayers 

Father God, creator and sustainer, we thank you for nurturing us and 

we praise you that your care and protection surround us like a father. 

On this day that we give thanks for our fathers, we remember all the 

people who have nurtured us, especially the important men in our 
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lives, those who have seen, not just with their eyes, but with their 

heart. Hear our prayer for fathers around the world. 

Father God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We remember fathers, whose families are torn apart by jealousy, 

fighting and misunderstandings. We remember fathers who are older, 

but who still bear the responsibility of raising children and 

grandchildren. And we remember fathers who mean well, but make 

mistakes. 

Father God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We remember fathers who are unable to support their children, and 

are forced into unimaginable decisions, who have to sell a child into 

marriage or human trafficking in order to feed his other children. 

Father God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We remember men who, because of various circumstances, are unable 

to become fathers. We remember fathers who have adopted children 

and fathers who given up their rights as fathers. 

Father God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We remember fathers who rejoice in the achievements of their 

children. Who joyfully watch a new generation take hold. We 

remember fathers who are single parents, who through personal 

sacrifice and perseverance provide a loving home for their children. 

Father God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We remember fathers who helplessly watch their children suffer and 

die from malnutrition because of famine, drought, flood or war. We 

remember fathers whose children are sick or disabled and who will 

try anything to cure or help them. We remember all fathers across 

your world who have been victims of the corona virus pandemic, for 
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those who have died and for those who are ill. 

Father God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for fathers and their children around the world caught in 

the terrors of violence and living in fear and we weep with the 

fathers of those who inflict violence on others.. 

Father God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Nurturing God, thank you for those who have nurtured us. Open our 

eyes to the plight of so many fathers around the world for whom life 

is difficult. Help us share your love and mercy with them. 

Father God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the silence of this moment, hear the prayers of our hearts. [pause] 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, Father of us all, honour our prayers, spoken and 

unspoken, humbly lifted to you in faith. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Jesus taught us to call God our Father, so in faith and trust we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
God sends us to care for others 

We have a few moments of silence before we make our prayer of 

commitment to sharing in God's love… 

In darkness and in light, 

in trouble and in joy, 

help us, heavenly Father, 

to trust your love, 

to serve your purpose, 

and to praise your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
A closing prayer for our Dads 

Loving God, thank you for the gift of good dads, and everything 

that they do for us. 

Help them to have 

- patience when we're difficult, 

- wisdom when we can't see the way, 

- strength when we need comforting, 

- and love at all times, 

so that, though them, we get a little glimpse of how you feel 

about us, our heavenly Father. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

May God the Father keep you in all your days. 

May God the Son shield you in all your ways. 

May God the Spirit bring you joy and peace. 

May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you 
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and pour upon you blessing and light. Amen. 

 

Go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England 

and New Patterns for Worship, material from which is included in this 
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