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A Service of Holy Communion 

 

The Greeting 

The Lord be with you, 

and also with you. 

 

Words of welcome are given 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Confession       

Gathered together as God’s family, let us ask forgiveness from our heavenly 

Father, for he is full of gentleness and compassion. 

God of mercy, we acknowledge that we are all sinners. We turn from the 

wrong that we have thought and said and done and are mindful of all that we 

have failed to do. For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, forgive us for all 

that is past, and help us to live each day in the light of Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Absolution 

May the God of love bring you back to himself, forgive you your sins, and assure 

you of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Collect 

 

Almighty God, 

you search us and know us: 

may we rely on you in strength 

and rest on you in weakness, 

now and in all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

We listen to the word of God Romans 13.8-14 
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Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, 

for he who loves his fellow-man has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “Do not 

commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever 

other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your 

neighbour as yourself.” Love does no harm to its neighbour. Therefore love is the 

fulfilment of the law.  

 

And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake 

up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first 

believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the 

deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light. Let us behave decently, as in the 

daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, 

not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Reading         

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Matthew 18.15-20 

 

Jesus said: “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just 

between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But 

if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be 

established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to 

them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat 

him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.  

 

“I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  

 

“Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it 

will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come 

together in my name, there am I with them.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Reflection 

O God, open your Word to our hearts, and our hearts to your Word, and give us 

grace to receive it, to understand it, and to obey it, for the glory of Christ our 

Lord. Amen 

Living in community is hard. As that growing sector in our society, the spiritual-

but-not-religious people might put it, “Churches have too many people to deal with; 

we’d rather just be spiritual on our own.” 

But Jesus taught that faith is not a private matter. Spirituality is not something 

we do individually. Our faith is not something we can go off and enjoy by ourselves 

all alone, sitting by a stream or walking in the woods. Those things and times of 

private devotion can feed our faith, but our life in Christ happens when we are 

gathered, even just two or three together. That is when Jesus said he would be 

with his disciples. Not when they are off alone and feeling holy. 

Isn’t it easier sometimes to feel holy when there is no one else around? Life, as 

Christians, living together in a Christian community is not always easy. We are 

humans, after all, and while we may have God as our Ground and Guide, the 

Almighty never-ending source of love, for Whom nothing is impossible, we forget 

and fail and fall out of love with God and each other. 

That is why Jesus taught, and Matthew wrote this eighteenth chapter of the 

gospel. It is about how to deal with the fact that we fail. What ought we to do, 

what would Christ have us do, when someone in the community sins? When someone 

does something harmful to themselves, harmful to another, something that puts a 

distance between themselves and God, or between themselves and the community? 

The first step is to go to them, face to face. Jesus says, “If another member of 

the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are 

alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.” 

Jesus’ teaching here is first about reconciliation, restoration of a brother or 

sister to the community. It is not about pointing out sin for the sake of pointing 

out sin. It is not about making us feel better or proving a point. It is about 

regaining a brother or sister. It is about living together as one family. 

In some families, the illusion of harmony is more important than anything else. In 

some families, confrontation is to be avoided at all costs. In some families, the way 

hurt is dealt with is to pretend nothing happened, sweep it under the rug. In some 

families, silence is golden. If you cannot say something nice, don’t say anything at 

all, and if there’s a problem, keep it to yourself. 

Jesus’ instruction for his family is very different. In the Christian household, 

when your brother sins, you go talk with him in private. And if that doesn’t work, 
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step two is to keep going back, taking other people along the next time, and step 

three is go back again. Do everything in your power to get your sister back. 

If the person does not listen over and over again, then we are not to pretend that 

nothing has happened. If the person won’t let go of the sin, of what’s causing the 

harm, of what’s endangering the person or the community, then we are to 

recognize that one of our members has left the family. We are to notice and 

lament that our brother or sister is missing from the table. There is distance 

between us and we should best admit it, rather than pretend not to notice or let 

that person fester in our midst like an untended wound. 

Hard teaching, right? Straight forward enough, but hard to act on, right? Often, 

we prefer a love that is out of focus, filmed in soft light and hazy, not the holy 

love that takes action and risk and is willing to confront, in love, a brother or 

sister in Christ. And to confront someone, even in love, is scary. 

Community is about togetherness, realizing that we are all connected. Heaven is 

that place where nothing can come between us and God, between us and God’s love 

for us. Hell is about distance. C. S. Lewis, in his book, The Great Divorce, imagines 

hell as a vast grey city. It’s a city inhabited only at its outer edges with rows and 

rows of empty houses in the middle, empty because everyone who once lived in 

them has quarrelled with the neighbours and moved, and then fought with the new 

neighbours and moved again, leaving streets of empty houses behind them. That is 

how hell got so large, Lewis says. It is empty at the centre and lived in only at the 

distant fringes because everyone in it chose distance instead of confrontation as 

the solution to wrongs done against one another. 

There is risk in meeting each other face to face. We might prefer to hide behind 

whatever is close at hand, rather than take the risks Jesus did. But the story of 

Jesus and his teaching shows us there is power and promise in meeting each other 

face to face, especially when we fall, when we fail, when we stumble or hurt. God, 

who knows every one of us, our weaknesses, our faults and failings, longs to draw 

us close to God and one another. Someday, maybe, we will even know the joy of 

seeing God face to face, without fear or shame. In the meantime, we can turn face 

to face with our brothers and sisters in Christ and meet Christ who promises to be 

present when we meet face to face in his name. Amen 

 

Profession of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, 
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who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high.  

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Our Prayers      

Through these prayers, we come with an openness to express our concerns for the 

Church and the world, to the God of compassion and gracious understanding. 

Everlasting God, whenever we start to get offended by your generosity or open-

mindedness, give us the grace to repent and join your rejoicing. Guard the Church 

against self-righteousness and all rules and limits which you would not own but 

keep always before us the rule of love. We hold up to you this our parish of the 

South Chilterns praying that you would be calling forward the right person to be 

our new Team Vicar as we once again begin that recruitment process. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

Creator God increase in us love not only for the victims but for the perpetrators 

of evil and violence in our world; for all governments which run on corruption and 

fear. We pray for a change of heart and attitude, an awakening to a better way of 

living, and the courage to reject wrong principles.   

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

Father God may our closeness to family and friends make us never exclusive 

shutting others out, but always inclusive, welcoming others. Encourage us in 

outgoing hospitality and keep us from becoming possessive with those we love.  We 

ask this whilst remembering the rules of social distancing where it is both 

appropriate and the safe thing to do. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

Loving God, we pray for all offenders in prison, that on release they will not re-

offend but find enough support to start a new life in the community. We pray for 

all who are vulnerable and unable to cope with the demands of life, for alcoholics, 

drug addicts that they will find the strength to overcome their addictions. We ask 

that you rain down your healing and wholeness on all who suffer in body, mind and 

spirit and in a few moments of silence we offer those known to us up to you.   
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We pray too for all those who are researching the Covid-19 Pandemic asking that 

they be successful in finding a way forward for all humanity. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful God, we place in your loving keeping all those who have died, we pray that 

we too may show in our lives the promise of heaven’s love, joy and peace and we ask 

for your comfort and peace to be on all who mourn. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

Faithful God, thank you for helping us to pray; deepen our loving so that as we pray 

through this coming week, we may do it with your heart of compassion. 

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

The Peace          

Jesus said: ‘Love one another. As I have loved you, so you are to love one another.’  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  

 

The Offertory Prayer 

Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before us; nourish your people with the 

word of life and the bread of heaven. Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer       

The Lord be with you,  

and also with you  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise.  

Why is it right to give thanks and praise?  

Listen, and we will hear.  

Lord of all life, you created the universe, where all living things reflect your glory. 

You give us this great and beautiful earth, to discover and to cherish. You give us 

sun and moon and star-lit sky, everything that gives us light, light for our eyes, our 

hearts, our minds. You made us all, each wonderfully different, to join with the 

angels and speak your praise: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Please sit or kneel 

We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned away, you sent Jesus, your 

Son. He gave his life for us on the cross and shows us the way to live. Send your 

Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine may be for us Christ's body and his 

blood. 

Why do we share this bread and wine? 

Listen, and we will hear.  

On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen, Jesus took bread. He gave 

thanks, broke it, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 'This is my body, given 

for you. Do this to remember me.'  

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and shared it with his 

disciples, saying: 'This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this to remember me'  

So Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his love, his death, his risen 

life. As you feed us with these gifts, send your Holy Spirit, and change us more 

and more to be like Jesus our Saviour.  

How do we follow Jesus Christ? 

Listen, and we will hear.  

Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look forward to that day when 

suffering is ended, and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. And now with 

all your saints we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, in the strength of the 

Spirit, today and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
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the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

The Giving of Communion 

Come to this table, not because you must, but because you may, not because you 

are strong, but because you are weak. Come not because any goodness of your own 

gives you the right to come, but because you need mercy and help. Come because 

you love the Lord a little and would like to love him more. Come because he loved 

you and gave himself for you and we are his body. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

God our creator, you feed your children with the true manna, the living bread from 

heaven: let this holy food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage until we come 

to that place where hunger and thirst are no more; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

A prayer is said followed by 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your 

Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a 

living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to 

your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

Notices and Banns of Marriage 

 

The Blessing         

The Lord bless you and watch over you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and 

be gracious to you, the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace; and the blessing 

of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 

remain with you always. Amen. 
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The Dismissal 

Freely you have received, freely give. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 


