
Opening Prayer 

 

Our desire, our need, our yearning 

draws us together to worship God. 

Unexplainable, unimaginable, 

unbelievable, incomprehensible love, 

pulls at our heart strings, 

tugs at our emotions, 

turns our eyes beyond the seeing. 

All-encompassing God, just as we are, we come. Amen 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world 

and knows our every word and deed. 

Let us then open ourselves to the Lord 

and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

Forgiving God, 

more willing to forgive than often we are to confess, help us to see our failings, to see 

where we fall short, to see where we deceive ourselves, where we close our eyes and 

ears to the ripples of our wrongdoing. 

May we breathe in the reality of our actions, 

the need to change, the depth of our unworthiness. 

We come before you, seeking forgiveness.  

Now let us breathe in the power of your forgiveness, and breathe out the need to live 

and love in the shadow of your forgiveness of us, 

that we may forgive as you have forgiven us. 

 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen 

you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The Collect for the Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

Merciful God, 

your Son came to save us 

and bore our sins on the cross: 

may we trust in your mercy 

and know your love, 

rejoicing in the righteousness 

that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 



We listen to the word of God 

 

Romans 14.1-12 

 

Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. One man’s 

faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only 

vegetables. The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the 

man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted 

him. Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And 

he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. 

Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. He who regards one day as special, does 

so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who 

abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself alone 

and none of us dies to himself alone. If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to 

the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 

For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both 

the dead and the living. You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down 

on your brother? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. It is written: 

“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,  

‘Every knee will bow before me;  

every tongue will confess to God.’“  

So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 

We listen to the word of God 

 

Matthew 18.21-35 

 

Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he 

sins against me? Up to seven times?”  

Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  

“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 

servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought 

to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 

children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  

“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay 

back everything.’ The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go.  

“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow-servants who owed him a 

hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 

demanded.  

“His fellow-servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you 

back.’ 



“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay 

the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed 

and went and told their master everything that had happened.  

“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled all that 

debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow-

servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be 

tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from 

your heart.” 

 

Reflection 

 

O God, open your Word to our hearts, and our hearts to your Word, and give us grace to 

receive it, to understand it, and to obey it, for the glory of Christ our Lord. Amen 

In our reading from Matthew this morning Peter comes to Jesus and asks, “Lord, if someone 

sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 

Peter always asks the questions that we would like to ask. He is so earnest and so eager to do 

the right thing. But Peter also always seems to be getting it wrong. Maybe it is this fallible 

humanity that makes Peter a model for us. He had heard Jesus talk about forgiveness, so he 

wants to know more. And Peter must have done his homework, too. There is an ancient 

rabbinic tradition that says a person should forgive another who has sinned against him as 

many as four times. So, Peter, earnest and eager, tries to be even more extravagant than the 

rabbis, and he adds three more times. He asks, “Should I forgive a person even up to seven 

times?” 

Seven times is a lot. It is three more than the rabbis. It is a lot of times to turn and forgive 

someone who has sinned against you. Perhaps Peter was expecting Jesus to praise him for 

even suggesting such extravagant forgiveness. Perhaps Peter was hoping for a pat on the 

back, a gold star for the day, for an A+ on his forgiveness exam. 

This does not happen. Rather, Jesus turns and says, “No, not seven times, but seventy-seven 

times.” New Testament scholars’ debate whether the Greek text means “seventy-seven 

times” or “seventy times seven times.” But that is beside the point, because either way, 

Jesus is holding up an enormous number, a number so big that we cannot begin to calculate it 

in terms of forgiveness. Peter wants a rule, a measurement, so he holds wide his hands and 

says, “This much, Lord? Should I forgive even this much?” And Jesus says, “No, much more 

than that. You are not even using the right scale. As far as the east is from the west, that’s 

how much you should forgive.” It is such an enormous amount of forgiveness; it would be 

senseless to try to calculate how much or how often. 

There has been a fair amount of social science research on forgiveness of late. It turns out 

that forgiveness is good for you. People who forgive have lower levels of anger, anxiety, and 

depression, are more agreeable and emotionally stable, and may also have gained some health 

benefits.  



One instrument designed to assess our forgiving character is known as the “Forgiveness 

Likelihood Scale”. It gives ten scenarios of wrongdoing and then asks participants to indicate 

their likelihood to forgive on a scale from very unlikely to highly likely. Here are a few of the 

items: 

You share something embarrassing about yourself to a friend who promises to keep the 

information confidential. However, the friend breaks his promise and proceeds to tell several 

people. What is the likelihood that you would choose to forgive your friend? 

A family member humiliates you in front of others by sharing a story about you that you did 

not want anyone to know. What is the likelihood that you would choose to forgive the family 

member? 

A stranger breaks into your house and steals a substantial sum of money from you. What is 

the likelihood that you would choose to forgive the stranger? 

How are we doing so far? 

It seems as though Peter comes to Jesus with his own version of a Forgiveness Likelihood 

Scale. Peter’s question, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” is like asking, “How many times, on a scale from 

0-7, must I forgive someone?” Jesus’ answer, as we have seen, is literally off the scale: “Not 

seven times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times.” 

Now, I take it that Jesus is not saying that Peter needs to recalibrate his Forgiveness 

Likelihood Scale. I really do not think if Peter had asked, “How many times should I forgive, 

as many as 77 times?” that Jesus would have said, “Yes, 77, that seems about right.” Rather, 

I think Jesus’ response is a way of saying the question and what it is trying to measure is not 

quite right. The Psalmist says, “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed 

our sins from us.” It’s hard to put a number on that type of forgiveness! 

Perhaps that’s why Jesus tells Peter the story about the unforgiving servant, a story where 

the numbers don’t add up, because the numbers can’t be added up, when it comes to what 

Jesus has done for us. In the story, a servant owes the king ten thousand talents. This is a 

crazy number. A single talent was more than 15 years’ worth of daily wages.  

Jesus reframes the whole question about forgiveness. As when it comes to forgiveness, we 

are all like servants who owe our Lord and King more than we can imagine. Try as we may to 

repay our debt through our character strengths or our virtues or our willingness to forgive 

as many as seven times, we will never be able to pay back all that we owe to God. But the 

good news is that despite our inability to ever give back to God everything we ought, God 

forgives us anyway, completely. In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has 

taken upon Godself all our burdens and sins and debts and has forgiven them. Completely, 

irrevocably, utterly forgiven and healed by Jesus. God is the God who forgives. Amen 

 

The Creed 

 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

 



I believe in God the Creator, who divided earth and sea, light and darkness, who created all 

that lives and breathes and moves. 

I believe that I am part of, and have responsibility towards God's continuing creation. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, 

born in human form, living, dying, showing God's unconditional love, available for all. 

I believe that I should try to follow Christ's commandments to love God with all my being, 

and my neighbour as myself. 

 

I believe in the Spirit 

who manifests God's wisdom and power, 

yesterday, today and tomorrow. 

I believe that I need the Spirit, to enable and inspire me in life and to be with me in death. 

 

I believe in the Trinity of God, 

the one in three wholeness, the three in one diversity. 

I believe that the mystery of the Trinity will be revealed when we are transformed to 

eternity. Amen 

 

Our Prayers 

 

Everlasting God, Lord of compassion and gracious understanding, we come with an openness 

to express our concerns for the Church and the world, and to thank you, for your goodness. 

We recognise that the work of helping people through life can leave church leaders 

vulnerable, we thank you for the ministry of our church leaders and that they will always 

respond in love and forgiveness when challenges arise. We pray for this our Parish of the 

South Chilterns in particular we hold before you our Team Vicar vacancy and that you would 

be calling the right person forward to join our ministry team. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

Creator God, we pray for our world, where through television, we see the misery and tragedy 

brought about by wrong choices and brought into our homes day by day. We pray for wisdom 

and compassion in all negotiations and decisions taken by our world and local leaders; and ask 

that there be humility in leadership and responsibility for right action shared by all and we 

particularly pray that this may apply to all things associated with the Pandemic. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

Father God, help and guide our schools, colleges and universities as they return for a new 

educational year, especially with all their concerns about the Coronavirus and how they will 

cope with social distancing but still be with one another and learn with and from one another.  

May their teachers inspire a love of learning for its own sake and kindle joy in all subjects 

and sports and help them to grow into caring and knowledgeable adults. 



Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

Gracious God, we raise before you those from our parish who are ill, hospitalised or 

recuperating and for those we know within our families and circle of friends. We pray for all 

those who are working to produce a vaccine for coronavirus, that all the ongoing trials will be 

successful and that a vaccine will soon be made available for all. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful God, give us ears to hear and minds to understand the message of immortality for 

the children of your kingdom so that we may look forward with patience and confidence to 

that time when we will join you in the peace of eternity. And we especially pray for any we 

know who recently died and are on that journey to you. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer. 

 

Faithful God, forgive us for those times when we treat ourselves with less kindness than you 

do. We want to believe in ourselves the way you believe in us and so as we go out to live the 

coming week show us more of the life you have designed especially for us to live. 

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

We share the Peace 

 

To crown all things there must be love, 

to bind all together and complete the whole. 

Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

The peace of the Lord be with you 



And also with you 

 

Notices 

 

The Blessing 

 

May the blessing of the God who danced at the dawning of creation, 

dance with us. 

May the blessing of the Son who challenges us to dance the pain of the world's suffering, 

dance with us. 

And may the blessing of the Spirit who invites us to dance with her in the dance of 

celebration, 

dance with us from now into eternity. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Dismissal 

 

Into a world of noise and confusion; into a world that bewilders and even bemuses us at 

times; into a world of delight and regret; into a world of hope and fear; into a world 

that is ever changing, we go with the message of an unchanging God who gave his all 

that we might live life to the best of our ability. God of all, go with us and within us, 

this and every day. Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ. Amen 

 

 


