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The Greeting 

The Lord be with you, 

and also with you. 

 

Words of welcome are given 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Confession       

Since we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 

every weight and the sin that clings so closely, looking to Jesus in penitence and 

faith.  

God of mercy, we acknowledge that we are all sinners. We turn from the 

wrong that we have thought and said and done and are mindful of all that 

we have failed to do. For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, forgive us 

for all that is past, and help us to live each day in the light of Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Absolution 

May the God of love bring you back to himself, forgive you your sins, and assure 

you of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and 

fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: 

grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living 

that we may come to those inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those 

who truly love you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, Amen 
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We listen to the word of God  1 John 3.1-3 

 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 

children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know 

us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and 

what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he 

appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has 

this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.  

 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Reading   Matthew 5.1-12  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
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great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you.’  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Reflection 

Lord, quieten our hearts that we may listen to your still small voice, so that in 

hearing your Word we may respond in faith.  As Jesus led disciples of old, so 

lead us your children today.  We ask it in his name.  Amen. 

Fifty-two years ago, on All Saints’ Day, a requiem eucharist was celebrated for 

Archbishop of Canterbury William Temple. To be sure, William Temple was one 

of the giants of Anglican Christianity in the twentieth century. During the 

thirty-five years between his ordination as deacon and his death at Lambeth 

Palace, Temple was a parish priest, headmaster of a boys' school, convener of 

conferences on the role of Christian faith in public and political life. He laid the 

groundwork for what we now know as the World Council of Churches, served in 

the House of Lords, and held the two highest positions in the Church of 

England. Somewhere in between all these activities, Temple also managed to 

write an average of a book for every year of his ordained ministry. 

Does it somehow seem ironic that a Christian powerhouse such as William 

Temple was laid to his final rest on the one day of the Church's year that we 

set aside to honour the lives and ministry of very ordinary baptized people? For 

we all have the potential to become Saints of the church through our words and 

deeds, most like you and me will hopefully make it into saints with a small ‘s’ 

category, but a few like William Temple will make it into the Saints with a 

capitol ‘S’ category. 

Yet this has the potential to leave me thinking there are so many people who 

can do, and have done, God's work in the world so much better than I ever 

could. I am, of course, thankful for people like William Temple, Martin Luther 

King, Jr., or Mother Teresa--but I certainly cannot be like them. So why should 

I even try? 
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I do not aspire to the sort of prominence or prestige that accompanied 

Archbishop Temple throughout most of his life. But my desire to serve my God 

and my Church in smaller, quieter ways does not mean that I have nothing in 

common with the superstars of the Christian faith. If our gospel today tells us 

anything, it tells us that serving and loving God in even the smallest way makes 

us saints, too. 

We have heard this morning’s words from Matthew's gospel so many times 

before that we can easily ignore them or think that they do not apply to us. 

Compared to many people in the world I am not poor; I would probably not call 

myself "meek;" and I frequently find myself examining and questioning the 

purity of my own motives. But, in some ways, even our greatest Christian role 

models did not have these qualities. Archbishop Temple was born into a 

privileged family, Dr King and Mother Teresa certainly were not meek in 

speaking up for those who could not speak for themselves. What is it in these 

twentieth-century saints that we can see in ourselves? 

Jesus tells us in today's gospel: righteousness, mercy, peace-making. Exercising 

these virtues does not require that we dedicate our lives to the Church. It does 

require courage, because showing mercy, or doing what is right, is not always 

popular. The history of the Christian faith is a history of people who love 

mercy, justice and peace so much they have been willing to die for those things. 

It has been the history of people who have given shelter to the poor, worked to 

free slaves, treated women as equal to men-- in short, people who have believed 

that God created everyone and everything and are willing to treat all of their 

sisters and brothers as member of God's beloved family. 

It is the history of great saints, to be sure. It is also the history of nameless 

saints. Those who routinely give of their time to feed the hungry or visit the 

sick, those who write their newspapers or elected representatives when they 

see injustice in our social and political systems. They are the people who work 

to produce goods and services that sustain our lives and try to do that in a way 

that respects the earth as God's precious creation. They are the people who 

take time to mentor a child or to mourn with the bereaved. They are the 

nameless people who work for what is right, and good and fair for all people, 
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rather than just for themselves or the people most like them. The saints of 

God are among us and touch our lives every day. 

A church contained a bank of stained-glass windows that ran the entire length 

of the nave; those windows depicted many great Christians throughout the 

centuries. Among them are martyrs, bishops, priests and nuns, to be sure, but 

also artists, poets and politicians. The Rector of that parish told of a story of a 

young boy whose mother explained the windows to him, saying that the people 

pictured there were saints. The little boy quickly responded, "Oh, I get it. 

Saints are people that the sun shines through." 

Well, yes. Saints are people who live in the love of God, people who let the light 

of God's Son shine through them. It does not matter if they are an Archbishop 

in England, a civil rights leader in the United States, or an elderly nun in India--

or the woman who brings flowers to the sick or meals to the hungry. Or the man 

who works for a better education system or helps build low-income housing. All 

of them share a common vision of righteousness, mercy, and peace. The saints 

of God are among us. The saints of God are us. 

God loves us and has a purpose for each and every one of us in bringing about 

the reign of heaven here on earth. None of us should feel discouraged because 

our part does not seem very big--it is the part that God has chosen specially 

for us and for no one else. The great saints have understood this. Archbishop 

Temple wrote that "the whole harmony of creation depends upon the offering 

by each humblest spirit of its own appropriate note of music which no other can 

sound without discord."  

We each have our part to sing. No one else--great or small--can sing it for us. 

It does not matter how well we sing, but let us each sing our part boldly as we 

sing with and among the saints of God, for our loving Lord takes pleasure in the 

sound of all the voices of the saints together. Amen 

 

Profession of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 
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in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high.  

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Our Prayers      

United in the company of all the faithful and looking for the coming of the 

kingdom, let us offer our prayers to God, the source of all life and holiness. 

 

Merciful Lord, strengthen all Christian people by your Holy Spirit, that we may 

live as a royal priesthood and a holy nation to the praise of Jesus Christ our 

Saviour. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Bless Stephen and Alan  our bishops and all ministers of your Church, that by 

faithful proclamation of your word we may be built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets into a holy temple in the Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Empower us by the gift of your holy and life-giving Spirit, that we may be 

transformed into the likeness of Christ from glory to glory. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 
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Give to the world and its peoples the peace that comes from above, that they 

may find Christ’s way of freedom and life. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Hold in your embrace all who witness to your love in the service of the poor and 

needy; all who minister to the sick and dying; and all who bring light to those in 

darkness. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Touch and heal all those whose lives are scarred by sin or disfigured by pain, 

that, raised from death to life in Christ, their sorrow may be turned to eternal 

joy. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Remember in your mercy all those gone before us who have been well-pleasing 

to you from eternity; preserve in your faith your servants on earth, guide us to 

your kingdom and grant us your peace at all times. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Hasten the day when many will come from east and west, from north and south, 

and sit at table in your kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

We give you thanks for the whole company of your saints in glory, with whom in 

fellowship we join our prayers and praises; by your grace may we, like them, be 

made perfect in your love. 
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Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

The Peace          

We are fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of God, through 

Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace to those who were far off and 

those who were near.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  

 

The Offertory Prayer 

To you we come, Father of lights, with angels and saints, where heaven and 

earth unite. May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread. Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer       

The Lord be with you,  

and also with you  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise.  

Why is it right to give thanks and praise?  

Listen, and we will hear.  

Lord of all life, you created the universe, where all living things reflect your 

glory. You give us this great and beautiful earth, to discover and to cherish. You 

give us sun and moon and star-lit sky, everything that gives us light, light for 

our eyes, our hearts, our minds. And now we give you thanks because in him you 

have received us as your sons and daughters, joined us in one fellowship with 

the saints, and made us citizens of your kingdom. So now we join with the saints 

and angels and speak your praise: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 

of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 

of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned away, you sent Jesus, 

your Son. He gave his life for us on the cross and shows us the way to live. Send 

your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine may be for us Christ's body 

and his blood. 

Why do we share this bread and wine? 

Listen, and we will hear.  

On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen, Jesus took bread. He 

gave thanks, broke it, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 'This is my body, 

given for you. Do this to remember me.'  

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and shared it with 

his disciples, saying: 'This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, for the 

forgiveness of sins.' Do this to remember me. 

So Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his love, his death, his 

risen life. As you feed us with these gifts, send your Holy Spirit, and change us 

more and more to be like Jesus our Saviour.  

How do we follow Jesus Christ? 

Listen, and we will hear.  

Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look forward to that day when 

suffering is ended, and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. And now 

with all your saints we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, in the strength of 

the Spirit, today and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

The Giving of Communion 

Come to this table, not because you must, but because you may, not because you 

are strong, but because you are weak. Come not because any goodness of your 

own gives you the right to come, but because you need mercy and help. Come 

because you love the Lord a little and would like to love him more. Come because 

he loved you and gave himself for you and we are his body. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things: may we who have 

shared at this table as strangers and pilgrims here on earth be welcomed with 

all your saints to the heavenly feast on the day of your kingdom; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your 

Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a 
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living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to 

your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

Notices and Banns of Marriage 

 

The Blessing         

May Christ who makes saints of sinners, who has transformed those we 

remember today, raise and strengthen you that you may transform the world; 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 

Freely you have received, freely give. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 


