
 1 

Service of Licensing for the Revd Philip David Smith as 
House for Duty Team Vicar for South Chilterns Team Ministry 

by the Bishop of Buckingham on 
28 March at 3.00pm on Zoom 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/91437862587?pwd=R0ZRRkhvUll3SHJNR0lJcDQ5MVZXdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 914 3786 2587 
Passcode: 187521 

 

To join Zoom by phone only, your local number can be found here:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcyqPssToY 

 

 
Order of Service 
 
Bishop  
 
I hereby appoint Lucy Smith to act as my commissary for the sole purpose of confirming that 
the Reverend Philip David Smith has taken the declaration and oaths required by Canons C13-
15. 
 
The Gathering 
 
The Greeting 
 
Bishop  Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

All and also with you. 
 
Bishop We have come together in the presence of God to welcome Philip and his family 

and to licence him to the ministry he will share, to pray for Philip and for those who 
minister with him. 

 
 Let us therefore wait humbly upon God, giving thanks for all that He has done. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/91437862587?pwd=R0ZRRkhvUll3SHJNR0lJcDQ5MVZXdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcyqPssToY
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Presentation of the New Minister 
 
Bishop’s Chaplain 
 Reverend Father in God, after due consultation and prayerful consideration, Philip 

has been nominated and has accepted to be Team Vicar in the Benefice of the 
South Chilterns.  I now present him to you to be licensed. 

 
Bishop I thank you and all those who with prayer have been involved in the appointment of 

Philip to this Benefice.  
 

Bishop Philip, do you believe, so far as you know your own heart, that God has called you 
to serve as Team Vicar, in the South Chilterns Team Ministry.    

 
Minister I believe that God has called me. 
 
Bishop Will you commit yourself to this mission and ministry to the people of this place to 

further the kingdom of God? 
 
Minister With the help of God, I will. 
 
The ministry team is addressed by the bishop 
 
 Mark, Judy and Heather, will you welcome Philip to the team, and work creatively 

and faithfully with him, meeting regularly for prayer, study and fellowship, and 
doing all in your power to support each other in fulfilling the ministry of Christ? 

Team With the help of God, we will. 
 
Bishop People of God, will you welcome Philip and support and uphold him in his ministry 

now and in the years to come? 
All With the help of God, we will. 
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The Collect 
 
Bishop God our Father, 

Lord of all the world, 
through your Son you have called us 
into the fellowship of your universal Church: 
hear our prayer for your faithful people 
that in their vocation and ministry 
each may be an instrument of your love, 
and give to your servant Philip  
now to be licensed 
the needful gifts of grace; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Bible reading: Philippians 2:1-5 -  Read: by Judy Taylor 
 
Sermon:  The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, Bishop of Buckingham  
 
Music   “Your Labour is not in vain” by Paul Zach & Madison Cunningham 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPj3Kf7Dorw 
 
The Liturgy of Licensing 
 
The Declaration and Oaths 
 
The bishop addresses the minister to be licenced. 
 
Bishop The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, 

worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  It professes the faith 
uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which 
faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation.  Led by the 
Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its historic formularies, the 
Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, The Book of Common Prayer and the Ordering of 
Bishops, Priests and Deacons.  In the declaration you are about to make, will you 
affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance 
under God in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making 
Him known to those in your care? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPj3Kf7Dorw
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The minister makes the declaration of assent 
 
 I, Philip David Smith Do So Affirm and accordingly declare my belief in the faith 

which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds and to 
which the historic formularies of the Church of England bear witness; and in public 
prayer and administration of the sacraments, I will use only the forms of service 
which are authorised or allowed by Canon. 

 
The minister taking a bible in his right hand (visible to camera), affirms the oath of allegiance 
 

I, Philip David Smith, do solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm that I will 
be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, her 
heirs and successors, according to Law: So Help me God. 

 
Still holding the bible, the minister affirms the oath of canonical obedience 
 
 I, Philip David Smith, do solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm that I will 

pay true and Canonical Obedience to the Lord Bishop of Oxford, and his Successors, 
in all things lawful and honest: So Help Me God. 

 
The minister signs the declaration and oaths and the appointed commissary signs to confirm the 
declaration and oaths were taken in their presence. 
 
The Licensing 
 
The bishop reads the Deed of Licence and gives it to the minister, saying 
 

Receive this cure of souls, which is both yours and mine; in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 
The bishop blesses the new minister and the ministry teams, saying, 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; … 
All Amen. 
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The Welcome 
 
The bishop presents the new minister to the people, saying 
 

People of the South Chiltern Team, I present to you your new Team Vicar, now duly 
licensed, and I invite you to greet him and his family in the name of Christ.  I 
commend them to your love and to your prayers. 
 

All We welcome you! 
May the Lord richly bless you 
and make you a blessing among us. 

 
The congregation greets the new minister with a warm round of applause. 
 
The area dean and lay chair welcome the new minister into the deanery with suitable words. 
 
The Peace 
 
Bishop We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. 
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
and builds up our common life. 

 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 
 
Minister Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
The peace is shared verbally or using British Sign Language. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
The new minister leads some short intercessions concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
The bishop pronounces God’s blessing  
 
   Almighty God, 

who for the salvation of the world 
gives to his people many gifts and ministries 
to the advancement of his glory, 
stir up in you the gifts of his grace, 
and sustain you in your ministry; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 
 
 Go in the power of Christ. 
All We have a gospel to proclaim! 

Go in peace of Christ. 
All Thanks be to God! 
 
The new minister leads the congregation in a sung responsive dismissal. 
 
 


